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DISABILITY SERVICES - COUNT US IN! AND YOU’RE WELCOME CAMPAIGNS 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Disability Services) [2.20 pm]:  One in five Western Australians 
has a disability.  While substantial gains have been made towards greater community inclusion for people with 
disabilities, many still report significant barriers to their full participation in our community.  I am pleased to 
inform the house about two state government initiatives to make communities more accessible to people with 
disabilities.   

Mr J.H.D. Day interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I recently launched stage 2 of the highly successful Count Us In! campaign - a curriculum 
support package that gives today’s school students a greater understanding of disability as part of the human 
experience.  The package was developed by the Disability Services Commission in consultation with the 
education and disability sectors.  It includes a teachers’ information kit, a DVD or CD-ROM, student 
information booklets, and a web site - www.countusin.com.au - that will go live in mid-October.  These all 
include a guest speaker list and a photo library.  The package is entertaining, thought-provoking and full of 
useful learning activities.  The package is designed for students from kindergarten to year 12.  With the support 
of the Department of Education and Training, the package will be distributed to approximately 1 200 public and 
private schools across the state.  I urge all members, particularly the member for Darling Range, to familiarise 
themselves with this innovative curriculum package. 

The second initiative is the You’re Welcome program, which I announced at the recent Western Australian Local 
Government Association conference.  The Carpenter government has provided a pool of $700 000 to be 
managed by WALGA to support local governments around the state in increasing access and inclusion for 
people with disabilities.  People with disabilities continue to face access barriers to things that most of us take for 
granted.  Simple activities like shopping, restaurant dining or finding hotel accommodation can seem 
insurmountable.  The You’re Welcome initiative provides information to people with disabilities and their 
families about the accessibility of facilities and services in their local area.  It also gives businesses and 
community groups practical information on how to make their services and facilities more accessible.   

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Of course, the 20 per cent of Western Australians with a disability will be interested to know 
whether the member for Alfred Cove has picked up a copy of this report for use in her community.  Catering for 
the needs of these customers makes good business sense.  This is truly a win-win situation for all members of our 
community.   

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the member for Alfred Cove to order for the first time. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  A pilot You’re Welcome project run by the City of Perth last year was a great success and is 
now spreading to other local governments across the state.  It has the potential to transform Western Australia 
into the most accessible state in the nation, and a truly inclusive community.  The program is also an excellent 
example of partnership. 

I congratulate all those involved in these projects, particularly the agencies that continue to work together to 
achieve real outcomes and changes for people with disabilities in Western Australia.    
 


